Audiologic monitoring for ototoxicity.
In summary, the clinician has a variety of protocols available for monitoring ototoxicity. Depending on the patient's risk factors and ability to be tested, the protocol for a given patient may vary. A flow chart reflecting some of the possible decisions and options is presented in Figure 1. Certainly, as we learn more about ototoxicity and the advantages and disadvantages of the various test methods, further refinements of patient and test selection will ensue. Ototoxicity is a rapidly expanding and interesting area. Hopefully, the care of patients receiving ototoxic medications will continue to improve and will ultimately prevent, or at least ameliorate, ototoxic hearing loss.